
Focus on PNG, our closest neighbour 

With  so much  attention  placed  on  Kokoda,  that  iconic  rite- of- passage  for  around  6,000  
Aussie trekkers  a  year,  you  could  be forgiven  for  thinking  that  Papua  New Guinea  is a  
mono- dimensional  travel  destination.  Far from  it.  The reality  is our  closest  neighbour  is  
multi- dimensional,  providing  an  unexpected  range  of  attractions  appealing  to  ever  
growing  numbers  of  visitors.  

PNG has  quietly experienced  six years  of consecut ve  inbound turism growt  and while 
many ot er destnatons  around te  globe  are  experiencing  negatve  results  2009 looks  set  t 
be  anoth er positve  year. 

Austalia contibut s  more  tan half te  ttal number of short-trm intrnatonal visitr 
arrivals t Papua New Guinea  - 120,139  in 2008.  Of ttal arrivals,  34%  visitd on holiday 
while  45% were  business  tavelers.  Despit  te  signifcant drop  in outbound tavel  fom 
Austalia tis year, and te  closure  of te  Kokoda  Track for part of tis year, Papua New 
Guinea  has  held its atracton wit holiday segment  arrivals showing  slight growt  over  2008 
fgures.  

Papua New Guinea  Tourism Promoton Autorit intrnatonal marketng manager  Leit 
Isaac  says  2009 has  se en  a core  shift in te  market wit te  increase  in FIT tavelers  
arriving in te  county.

“Austalians have  discovered  tat Papua New Guinea,  one  of te  world’s  most  fascinatng 
dest natons  is right on teir door st p,” Leit said.

“Traditonaly te  market t PNG was  exclusively package  turs and operatr bookings  for 
te adventure  market but we  are  se eing  more  and more  tavelers  are  booking a fight t Port 
Moresby and deciding what t do  when  tey hit te  ground.

“Trekking has  long been  a draw-card for Austalians in PNG but growing numbers  are 
atract d by te  world-class  diving, surfng and birdwatching as  wel as  te  chance  t 
experience  a tuly fascinatng culture.”

Tourism is not yet mainsteam in Papua New Guinea;  rater it appeals  t a range  of mostly 
niche adventure  special-intrest  groups  who  enjoy scuba  diving, tekking and cultural visits 
along  wit fshing,  surfng and expediton cruising.  

Te  launch of Virgin’s Pacifc Blue Brisbane  t Port Moresby services  earlier tis year 
improves  acce s s  and fequency,  provides  compet ton t te  Air Niugini / Qantas  code 
share  services  fom Sydney,  Brisbane  and Cairns  and refects  sustained  market growth .  

New resorts  are  opening,  additonal hote ls  are  being  erect d  and existng propertes  
expanding t cat r for tis growt . 

PNG is linguistcaly te  most  complex  naton in te  world. Over 800 languages  are 
spoken,  est mat d as  an average  of one  language  for every 900 square  kilomet es.  We 
are  talking distnct languages  here,  not dialects.  Te  rugged  trrain of te  Owen  Stanley 
Ranges  on te  mainland and over  600 islands  ofshore  means  tere  is no intrlinking road 
syst m  so  tansport is by boat,  walking or plane  (tere  are  around 500 grass  runways);  it 
folows  tat geographic  isolaton wil help  ensure  original cultures  are  preserved.  

Tribes  passionat ly maintain teir individual heritage  trough teir art, sing sings,  dancing and 
initatons - expressions  of teir culture tat contnue  regardless  of turism which t dat  has  
barely tuched  most  of PNG. Examples  include  te  Baining fre dancers  near Rabaul and te 
Asaro Mud Men and Huli Wig men  in te  Highland regions.  



Visits to  remote  vill ages  scatt ered  across  th e  islands  and fores te d  landscape,  second  only in 
size  to  th e  Amazon  basin,  provides  plenty  of  opportuniti es  to  se e  and  in some  instances  
purchase  primitve  art, tmber  carvings,  masks  (decorat d  with  hair, shel s,  pig  tusks),  sting 
bags  (bilums),  crafts,  hand dyed  Tapa clot ,  woven  baskets,  penis  gords  and clay pots  - and 
endless  opportuniti es  for photo graphy. 

Also  on  off er  is  a  cultural explosion  of  colour  and  sound  at PNG’s  regular fes ti vals:  Th e 
Goroka  and  Mt Hagen  Shows  are  world  famous  but also  consider  th e  Canoe  Fes ti val  in 
Alotau, te  yam festval in te  Trobriand Islands  or te  week- long Malagan Festval in Kavieng 
-  anyone  of  which  provide  unforgett able  opportuniti es  to  experience  large  numbers  of 
colourfu l, ofte n raucous,  tr ibes  performing en-mass  (in some  instances  th is means  th ousands  
of partcipants).  

PNG is widely recognised  as  having some  of te  best  scuba  diving in te  world.  Te  coral 
reefs  are  largely untuched,  wit outstanding marine  life including reef  sharks,  pelagic  fsh,  
hammerheads,  barracuda,  manta rays as  wel as  WWII wrecks  (tanks,  downed  US bombers  
and Japanese  Zeros)  al in 28 degree  wat rs.  Apart fom dedicat d  live-aboard dive  boats  
popular dive  spots  include  Loloata Resort, close  t Port Moresby,  Tuf Dive Resort, Jais  
Aben Resort in Madang or Walindi Dive Resort near Kimbe,  al ofering comfortable 
accommodat on and plent of optons  for tose  who  may not be  tere  just for te  diving. 

Pick  just about any coastal  destnaton and tere  is  great  fshing  (including te  famed  Black  
Bass  and  Barramundi) to  be  had.  A great  lad’s  weekend  away  and  a  favourite  for serious  
fshermen  fom around te  world.  

Te  view  across  t te  coast  fom te  summit of Mt Wilhelm is wel  wort te  climb.  At 
4509 met es  (Mt Kosciusko  is 2230 met es)  you can encount r snow,  just a few  degree s  
fom te  equatr. Apart fom Kokoda,  tere  are  plent of ot er easier  and harder teks  t 
choose  fom including Black Cat near Rabaul, said t require  half-maraton ftness  level 
before  considering th e  chall enge!  

Te  reputaton of PNG’s surf spots  is growing,  luring surfers  who  se ek  consist nt waves  wit 
barely anot er person  t jostle  wit. Kavieng and Vanimo are  te  stand outs.  Te  Surf 
Associaton has  a code  of practce  t restict visitr numbers  and ensure  taditonal land 
owners  benef t fr om visitaton. 

For th e  ft and  healty kayaking  is  one  way to  explore  th e  extaordinary coastline  of  PNG, 
surrounding  islands  and  remote  coastal  Vill ages.  What be tt er  way  to  meet  locals  in th eir 
dugout canoes  tan fom your own kayak?  Intepid adventurer meets  savvy local.  Papua New 
Guinea  wat rs  and rivers  of er enormous  diversit for kayaking,  providing a great opportunit 
to  combine  coastal  explorati on  with  outstanding  fi shing  and  cultural experiences  th rough 
Vilage  stays.  

Tere  are  myriad choices  t ofer adventure  tavel ers  of  al ages.  Sit d  on te  'Ring of  Fire’ 
PNG has  a  number  of  acti ve  volcanoes  including  th e  th underous  Mt Tavurvur in Rabaul, 
where  you  can  walk  th rough  vall eys  of  black  ash,  around  fi ssures  of  escaping  s te am  and 
sulphurous  gas,  while  observing  massive  black  clouds  of  volcanic  waste  looming  above.  
Hands-on educat on for young and old vulcanologists  alike.  
On termal Fergusson  Island locals  wash  and bate  in te  cooler  st eams  and cook  
vegetables  in boiling hot springs  and pools.  
It’s no  wonder  tat keen  phot graphers  and birdwatchers  fock  t PNG t capture  te  wildlife 
and  fl ora.  PNG boasts  th e  world’s  largest  butt erfl y, th e  Queen  Alexandra  Birdwing  which 
grows  to  30cm  across,  th e  largest  pigeon  in th e  world,  th e  Queen  Victo ria Crowned  Pigeon 
(th e size  of  a  chicken),  multi ple  species  of  Bird of  Paradise,  Cassowary  and  th ousands  of 
oth er species .  



PNG  Cultura l  Calendar

Tufi  Cultura l  Show  Local performances,  four local vilages.  (May) 
Rabaul  Nationa l  Mask  Fest iva l  Gat ering of local tibes  for tree 
days  of performances.  (July) 
New  Ire land  Kontu  Shark-Cal l ing  Festiva l  (July) and Malangan  
Fest iva l  (July) 
Mt  Hagen  Fest iva l  Traditi onal costumes,  head  dresse s  decorate d  with  
Bird of Paradise  feat ers  and cuscus  fr. (August) 
Goroka  Fest iva l  Huge  sing sings  wit hundreds  (tousands)  of paintd 
tibes  people  gath ering for dancing and singing.  (Sept mber)  
Port  Moresby  Hir i  Moale  Fest iva l  depicts  te  voyages  made  in 
canoes celebraton of taditonal tading,  replica giant canoes  (Iakatis) 
come  to  Ela Beach.  (Septe mber)  
Milne  Bay  Canoe  Fest iva l  and Kenu and Kundu Festvals.  (November)  

Reasons  for  trave l  to  PNG  (stats  from  Papua  New  Guinea  
Tourism  vis i tor  survey)  : 

* pristne  beaches  on smal uncrowded  islands  
(72%) 
* natve tibal cultures  (53%)  
* coral reef  diving (52%) 
* eco  turism (49%) 
* tekking (42%) 
* fshing (37%)  
* surfng (20%) 
* bird watching (19%)  

Visa  
100  Kina (approx A$40) Tourist visa available  for Austalian citzens  on 
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